Practice Letterhead

Dear [Recipient's Name],

Re: Rejection of Request for Shared Care Agreement 

We have recently received correspondence from a Right to Choose (RTC) or private provider requesting that we enter into a Shared Care Agreement for your ongoing care. After careful consideration, we regret to inform you that this will not be possible for the following reasons:

1. Safety Concerns: The medications used for ADHD are restricted so that GPs cannot routinely prescribe them. The specialist service is responsible for prescribing them, and there are concerns about the safety and continuity of care when managing specialist medications initiated by RTC or private providers. Our practice does not have the necessary support or access to specialist advice that may be required for such cases.
1. Capacity Issues: Many NHS GP surgeries, including ours, are currently facing significant capacity problems. This makes it challenging to take on additional responsibilities, and unfortunately Shared Care agreements with Right to Choose or Private providers are not contractual or funded locally
1. Impact on Core Services: Taking on unfunded shared care agreements detracts from our ability to see and manage patients who are within our NHS contract. This could potentially jeopardise the care we provide to our existing patients.
We understand that this may be disappointing news, and we recommend that you either seek an alternative provider who can offer the necessary support and expertise for managing ADHD medication, or request that your current provider takes this on. 
Alternatively, we can refer you to the equivalent local NHS service, although please be aware that there is currently a significant waiting list for this service.

Thank you for your understanding.
Yours sincerely,
[Your GP Practice Name]
